Profile:
Hilda del Carmen Dormus Lopez
Hilda loves to experiment. When you walk in to her small mud home there is usually something unusual but delicious cook over the wood fire or stored in bottles fermenting on the shelf. She and I have quite a long list of recipes to try out, from a cake recipe my mother gave me to homemade yogurt and foods from soybeans.  After the stuffing started to fall out of her mattress she decided she wanted to learn how to make one so she pulled it all apart to see how it was put together.
She is also one of the most up beat and out spoken when of the group of 28 that I work with. Even in the most difficult situations she usually has a smile and joke to help liven things up. She participates with almost every organization that works in my village helping to give talks on themes varying from the art of collecting and processing vegetables for seed to family planning. When not in meeting, giving talks, or experimenting in the kitchen Hilda finds time to raise pigs and chickens, help her husband and two young sons in the fields harvesting and planting, and study.
Hilda lives quite close to Esmerita and the two walk the 30 min to Jucuapa Centro together every 15 days to study accounting. The two also participated in a sewing class funded by the mayor of Matagalpa and they learned to weave together.

Hilda has proved to be one of the quickest to learn to weave, to advance the warp and fix broken threads. She also understands the need to use quality materials to make a quality product and carefully selects the old clothes she is going to chop up for texture and color. In her own words, here is what Hilda has to say about learning to weave:

¨ The experience that I have had in the making of rugs is for me very important because they serve for personal use and also you are able to make them to sell. I think that it is not difficult, it is easy, always and when we put in practice and we dedicate the time to make them. 

For me it is very important and I am very thankful for the help we have received with the loom. It is something new for me because before we didn’t know what to do with the clothes that we no longer used, so we burned them. Now that we know we are therefore able to use them to make rugs. Thank you for teaching us and giving us good ideas. I have the ideas to make various rugs to show in the fairs that are held in the department.¨
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“Ï learned to weave”
