Profile # 1
Esmerita Vanegas Sanchez
Esmerita is a mother, student, small store owner, and the person to go to if you need to be given an injection for health purposes. She is originally from the area of San Ramon but came to El Ocotal to marry her current husband, Raneldo, at the age of six-teen.

 Since she married so young she was never able to finish high school but that hasn’t stopped her from continuing to learn. She is currently taking accounting classes which are offered every 15 days in a nearby community and is 1 of 4 students in an adult education class provided twice a week in the village. 

She also can be found at every meeting held in the town and is one of the few women in the village who is not afraid to give her opinion. She is the towns elected “brigadista de salud”or rural nurse, hence the shot giving. 
She runs the only completely functioning small general store in the village, selling rice, sugar, oil, and other basic goods from her home. When she is busy cooking or doing other household tasks her son Oscar, 9, takes over store duties and looks after his younger sister Erenia, 4. 

Esmerita was one of the first two women to begin weaving and quickly learned the basics of weaving and how to manage and warp the loom. In her own words here is what she has to say about her experience learning to weave:
(Translated from Spanish to English)

“    Nicaragua

Community El Ocotal, Matagalpa

I am writing my experience about the learning of weaving with cloth that we are not able to use. It was been great to know that we are able to use and take advantage of this cloth. For me it has been very important to weave rugs and to think that we might be able to begin a business, not in large quantities, but small. We know that to sell the idea and work is not easy. We can begin showing the work at farmers’ fairs that take place in out department Matagalpa.”

Greetings


Esmerita Vanegas Sanchez


“Learning to Weave”

Spanish version:

“     Nicaragua

Comunidad El Ocotal, Matagapla
Estoy escribiendo mi experiencia sobre el aprendizaje de tejer con tela que ya no ocupamos. Ha sido muy bueno saber que podemos utilizar  y aprovechar estas telas. Para mi ha sido importante elaborar y poder tejer alfombras y pensar que podemos entrar al comercio tal vez, no en grandes si no que en pequeñas. Sabemos que vender  la idea y trabajar cuesta. Empezar  mostrando los trabajos en ferias campesinos que se realizan en nuestro departamento Matagalpa.”

Le Saluda

Esmerita Vanegas Sanchez
“aprendiendo a tejer”


