Profile: Gladys Orozco


When someone dependable is needed Gladys’s name usually comes up. Over the years she has been responsible for supervising various distributions of materials and food brought in by different organizations. She is also typically the person who is put in charge of collecting money for community projects, one because of the central location of her home and two because people trust her with their money. She is the treasurer for the weaving group and also served as the fine collector in the community bank. These fines were for when people showed up late or did not show up at all to the bimonthly meetings. She was also the only woman of the community bank who had perfect attendance, setting an example for the other woman in regards to seriousness and responsibility in all aspects of work. 

When not distributing materials or collecting money Gladys can be found completing the tasks that occupy the time of so many rural women in Nicaragua, making tortillas, washing clothes, and taking the prepared meals out to the men working in the fields. Though generally completely occupied with these tasks, especially when it involves 5 children from the ages of 5 to 18, she always finds time to complete a favor when asked and to weave.


Weaving did not come easily to Gladys. In the first couple rugs she wove she struggled to keep the edges straight and would often not overlap the cloth sufficiently, weakening the final product. However, with patience and determination she has slowly but surely improved her weaving skills. Her most recent rug is a great example of this dedication. The following is a paragraph written by Gladys’s regarding her thought and experiences as a member of FABMRON:


“The experience that I have had making rugs is of much importance because it serves us in our homes and had helped us develop many abilities that I did not have any experience in.  Today I feel very thank full to everyone who had the ability and patience to share with me and the other women weavers.

This knowledge will serve me in the future, to continue making more and to improve to sell and to help my family and to teach the other women that wish to learn and to continue developing more abilities to make more rugs many more things.”

Sincerely, 





Gladys Orozco Escoto

