Profile: Haydee Castro


In all that she does, Haydee takes great pain to do it well. From the homework for the college class she is now taking to the bundle of wood she brings on from the fields, everything is organized and completed with care. She is serious in the responsibilities she has taken on, such as the vice president of the youth group, but she also likes to joke around before meetings and is never afraid to express her opinion. Two years ago she would hardly have said a word let alone participated. Being organized with the youth and the weaving group FABMRON has helped her develop self confidence and independence from a rather controlling father. 

In the past year Haydee has asserted her new found independence even more by leaving the village to work in study in Matagalpa. It is a rather difficult juggling act to be working, studying, and still participating in the weaving group but Haydee is organized so that when it is her time to weave she comes back to El Ocotal the specified afternoon and leave the following morning. 


Haydee was not originally in the group, as it was mainly the older women who were participating. However, during a lull in the weaving she asked to be given a chance to try and in two days wove a beautifully crafted bag, demonstrating her skill and understanding of weaving. Upon consulting the original group members it was decided to let her and two other of the women youth that had expressed interest and skill join the FABMRON weaving group. In regards to the experience of learning to weave Haydee wrote the following:


“I wish to express my contentment and happiness I feel for your aid. I am one of the youngest of the weavers, but with a great experience, because now I am able to continue forward in my studies and teach other youth how to weave.  I have liked a lot the ideas and experiences we have learned. We wait for you with open arms. Thank you for helping us the women. Until some time soon!”
Sincerely, 




Haydee Castro Cruz

