Profile: Juana Rios Orozco

Juana is a strict practicing evangelical but is also open to new ideas and cultural practices. When I held a Halloween celebration at my home she was the only evangelical mother who allowed her children to participate. 
For the first year and a half that I lived in the village, Juana managed a small store, but with recent severe losses in agricultural production due to drought, she has been unable to keep the store open.

Juana has four children. The oldest, Sorayda, is in her second year of high school. The second eldest, Vladimir, has been unable to study past 6th grade. As the eldest son, his primary responsibility has been to help his father in the fields. The two youngest boys are still in elementary school and often come to my house to do projects, play soccer, or cook. Juana has a strong sense of family and regularly visits her mother’s house, a 40 minute walk through the forest, across the river, and up the other side of the valley.
She is very animated about the idea of producing rugs for sale and loves to weave. In the last cycle of weaving she came Saturday morning, having gotten up early to have sufficient time. When the weaver scheduled for the afternoon was unable to come, Juana returned and asked to weave more.

Juana’s understanding of color combination is quickly improving and she exhibits great control and pride in maintaining straight edges.

Juana has the following to say about her time learning to weave: 

“I feel very satisfied in having learned to weave with the opportunity we have had, us, the women. It is something beautiful because before we did not know how to make a rug. With outside help, we have a loom to keep making more rugs. It is very important for me to learn to weave. We need more help to keep weaving, and, all this time, we are grateful for the opportunity given to all the women.”
Juana Rios Orozco

