Profile: Socorro Escoto


Dona Socorro is the oldest member of the group with between 60 and 70 years of age. Like her daughters, Aura Orozco and Gladys Orozco, she is an example of persistence and determination, characteristics surely learned living through two wars and giving birth and raising eight children. She knows how to get the value out of every Cordoba (the national currency) and to make due when there is not quite enough to go around. However, she is still extremely generous when she and her husband have the means. You can not visit her house without typically receiving a glass of fresh fruit juice or some freshly made corn cake. About twenty years ago her husband, Don Tulo, planted numerous orange trees in their back yard, so during the orange season from late November until mid-March, all visitors are sure to receive a bag of sweet juicy oranges. 


As can be imagined, Dona Socorro does not shy away from doing hard work or lending a helping hand in her old age. In the afternoon she can be found at her house covered in corn dust as she helps Don Tulo sift and clean the corn for storage. At other times, she visits the houses of her two daughters, helping cook or looking after the grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Learning to weave has not been easy for her especially since she has bad eye sight. During her scheduled time to weave she is usually accompanied by one of her granddaughters to help her fix strings, remind her to change the peddles, and to insure overall quality. She has had less practice as she has not always had the money to buy warp, which is a requisite. However, she has taken advantage of every opportunity and is feeling more comfortable at the loom. She is only able to write her name consequently, fellow weaver, Iveth, helped to write down Dona Socorros’ words concerning her experience weaving: 

“I give thanks to God in the first place for giving me life and health and thanks to all those who have given me the opportunity and who have had the friendship to teach me this beautiful experience of weaving rugs. It has helped us develop love and caring and patience above all among the women of the group and the families. We hope to continue working always in the community of El Ocotal. 
Sincerely, 




    Socorro Escoto Centeno

