Profile: Nohemi Mendez Garcia
A young industrious woman, Nohemi takes her responsibilities as a wife and a mother very seriously. During her two years of participation in the women’s group/community bank, she has gradually become one of the more vocal members. She was the first member to borrow money from the community bank, which set an example for future would-be borrowers and helped ignite the process of confidence building among members. During eleven months, she was able to save fifty dollars, which earned fifteen dollars in interest. With this money, she plans to buy a sewing machine. Nohemi also loves learning to cook new types of food. Several times I have at homemilk, fried soy meat, soy banana torts, etc. One day, we went to make soy at her mother’s house, which is an hour walk down the valley.

Nohemi is someone who puts into practice what she is taught. Taking full advantage of the chicken coop project, her 12 chickens have multiplied into 30, and she sells a dozen eggs each week in Matagalpa or the village. Her chicken coop is always clean, and the chickens are well fed with all the necessary vaccinations.

Nohemi has grown as a weaver by leaps and bounds. She is one of the fastest weavers in the group and does not sacrifice quality for speed. Weaving is about the only time she has to herself.  She usually leaves her cute but demanding three year old son, Yelson, at home so she can concentrate in her work. During the two hours at my house, we had time for conversations about her life, my life, and her hopes and plans for the future.
Of her experience learning to weave, Nohemi has the following to say:

“I feel very content having learned to weave rugs because they can be used for so many things in the house, to cover a bed, to put in the seat of a chair, as a divider in rooms. Also, I feel very thankful, and I give thanks to all those who gave us help and I give thanks for the aid that will help us continue forward, all the women from the group  that work with Ivy. It is a beautiful experience for me and my family.”
Greetings and thanks from Rosa Nohemi Mendez
