Profile: Paula Escoto


Though reserved and quiet upon first acquaintance, Paula exhibits great skill and devotion in activities to which she really feels a connection. Every Sunday and even on occasional weekdays, Paula can be found with her three young children singing passionately in the evangelical church. As a young girl, her family Catholics disowned her when she told them she had become an evangelical. But rather than deter her, her family’s rejection helped to strengthen her conviction.   


Another of Paula’s skills and passions is raising pigs. Year after year she raises the heaviest pig in the village. When asked her secret, she responds “I just feed them what they need to be fed.” Paula also has a generous spirit and it is rare for a visitor to leave her house with out several eggs, bananas, or a special Nicaraguan corn cake called “parareque”. 

Paula has shown great skill in weaving. She is very methodical in the way she works and had quickly grasped the concept of color combination and the need to maintain straight edges. Weaving has also helped her gain more self-confidence in her abilities, and she is no longer afraid to express her opinions. Even though she is only able to write her name, having a second grade education, she was still able to express her feelings about learning to weave and the goals she has for the future by dictating them to her daughter, Jessica, who then wrote the following:


“The motive to write these words is for you to receive a brotherly greeting from Paula and my three children Jessica, Sergio, and Mayeris, all with the last name of Lopez Escoto. 

Now I wish to explain about my experience that I have learned with the grand intelligence that God has given every one of us. I wish to say that I feel very content, and I am very grateful for the aid that has been given all the women that have learned to weave. For me it has been of great importance that I have learned to weave. With your help and the help of Carol and Ivy I have learned to make rugs and the idea is to not just make rugs but also many other things, like bags and pillow cases. 


These are all of my few words, from the part of Paula Escoto I send you many greetings and to all your family a hug of friendship. I don’t say good bye, but until next time soon, thank you.




Paula Escoto Mercado

